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(57) Connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing in- 
cludes defining a generally additive operator which is 
able to add traditionally (arithmetic) additive cost factors 
and which takes into account cost factors which are not 
additive, the generally additive operator being defined 
such that distributive and communicative properties are 
applicable, and wherein the generally additive operator 
is applicable to connectivity matrix-based factors for de- 
termining the relative costs of paths within a network, 
particularly with respect to multi-cost factors. Connec- 
tivity matrix-based multi-cost routing is performed by 
first defining cost functions and establishing a criteria 
for prioritizing cost functions such that a composite mul- 
ti-cost function includes the cost functions in the priority 
order defined by the criterion. A connectivity matrix is 
established including ordered n-tuples of cost factors 
corresponding to the priority established by the criterion, 
and a shortest path matrix determination is made by us- 
ing the generally additive operator to apply the compos- 
ite multi-cost function to the connectivity matrix. When 
links within a network support various functionality, a 
mask of a required functionality may be used to define, 
a cost function for a given shortest path matrix determi- 
nation. A correcting method is provided for a routing de- 
termination when, after a shortest path matrix determi- 
nation, a routing choice is not provided which would oth- 
erwise satisfy a multi-cost requirement, the correcting 
method including the determination of a primary path 
and secondary paths between a source node and a des- 
tination node. 
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Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to routing, and more particularly, to connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Several well-known network routing algorithms are based on the generation of path choices in each routing node. 
For example, in a packet switching (packet-based) network containing a plurality of packet switching nodes intercon- 
nected by respective links, routing algorithms are used to route a packet from a source node to a destination node 
over various nodes and links within the network. Examples of packet-based networks include: frame relay (FR) networks 
wherein a packet corresponds to a FR frame; a cell-switching network, e.g., an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) 
network, wherein a packet corresponds to an ATM cell; etc. 

For purposes of routing a packet within a network, if there are n routing nodes in the network, each node is given 
a unique Node Number (NN) such that 1 <=NN<=n. The path choices are derived from the network node connectivity 
as specified in a nxn Connectivity Matrix (CM). The information stored in the ij-th element of an nxn CM (CM[I J]) is: 
c(ij), the cost of a direct routing link between nodes i and j; ~ if there is no direct routing link between node i and j; 
and $ (lowest cost connectivity) if node i is the same as node j. 

A path between any two arbitrary nodes in the network is a sequence of nodes from the originating (source) node 
to the terminating (destination) node, where if node j directly follows node i in the sequence, there is a direct routing 
link between them. In order to select a "best" path, some figure of merit for any candidate path is derived. The figure 
of merit consists of the (additive) "costs" of each of the links between nodes derived from the CM. The link costs may 
include the (additive) "costs" associated with the nodes. Thus the cost of a path is just the sum of the link costs between 
25 adjacent nodes in the path sequence. 

Regardless of the algorithm used to transform the network nodal connectivity to the "shortest path" between two 
nodes (e.g., Floyd's Algorithm, Dijkstra's Algorithm), the "cost" of such a path is obtainable by taking the sum of the 
link costs (perhaps including some additive nodal cost), either using Floyd's Algorithm or Dijkstra's Algorithm to make 
the required determination. As long as there is a single link cost factor used to determine the cost for the logical or 
30 physical links between node i and node j, the approach to determining the shortest path value is straightforward. 

The situation is not as clear cut when there are two or more independent cost factors used to determine a figure 
of merit aggregate cost for a path to be used, in evaluating the best or shortest path. It will be understood that when 
multiple costs are considered for evaluating a best or shortest path, the various cost considerations lead to different 
"shortest path" conclusions. For example, if hop count, i.e., the number of nodes traversed by a packet from source 
35 to destination node, is an overwhelming concern, one path within a network may be the shortest path. Alternatively, if 
delay is the major factor, i.e., the time it takes for a packet to travel from the source to the destination node, then another 
path within the network may be the best path. Still different conclusions may be reached if other factors, such as 
monetary cost, are taken into consideration. 

When single cost functions are used as a means of obtaining figures of merit for various paths within the network, 
the concept of adding the costs of each link in the path, as discussed above, is the natural way to obtain the result.' 
Known routing algorithms assume that costs add as the path is traversed. Common cost functions, used in path se- 
lection (e.g., "delay", "cost of transmission line facility", "hop count"), are additive. Individually, they are immediately 
adaptable to standard CM-based path-cost-determination algorithms. However, there are other cost-factors (e.g., "per 
cent available bandwidth", "ability to handle a specific protocol", "ability to handle a certain packet type") which are 
major determiners of path selection, but which are not additive. These types of cost factors cannot be treated by usual 
CM-based methods. The reason is that arithmetic addition is too limiting to describe the actions of many cost factors. 

Therefore, a method for handling multi-cost factors in determining the relative costs of paths within a network is 
needed. Additionally, this method for handling multi-cost factors should also be capable of considering non-additive 
cost factors in the relative costs of paths determination. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Objects of the present invention include network routing capable of handling multi-cost factors in determining the 
relative costs of paths within a network. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a network routing which is also capable of considering non- 
additive cost factors in the relative costs of paths determination. 

According to the present invention, connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing includes defining a generally ad- 
ditive operator which is able to add traditionally (arithmetic) additive cost factors and which takes into account cost 
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factors which are not additive, the generally additive operator being defined such that distributive and commutative 
properties are applicable, and wherein the generally additive operator is applicable to connectivity matrix-based factors 
for determining the relative costs of paths within a network, particularly with respect to multi-cost factors. 

In further accord with the present invention, connectivity matrix -based multi-cost routing is performed by first de- 
s fining cost functions and establishing a criterion for prioritizing cost functions such that a composite multi-cost function 
includes the cost functions in the priority order defined by the criterion. A connectivity matrix is established including 
ordered n-tuples of cost factors corresponding to the priority established by the criterion, and a shortest path matrix 
determination is made by using the generally additive operator to apply the composite multi-cost function to the con- 
nectivity matrix. 

10 In further accord with the present invention, the shortest path matrix is determined by applying Floyd's Algorithm 

or Dijkstra's Algorithm to a connectivity matrix using the generally additive operator. 

in still further accord with the present invention, when links within a network support various functionality, a mask 
of a required functionality may be used to define a cost function for a given shortest path matrix determination. 

According still further to the present invention, a routing method is provided for a routing determination after a 

is shortest path matrix determination, the routing method including the determination of a primary path(s) and secondary 
paths between a source node and a destination node. 

According still further to the present invention, the determination of primary paths and secondary paths between 
source nodes and destination nodes is provided by a criterion cost determination and a composite constraint muiti- 
cost determination from each node adjacent to the source node to the destination node and using the criterion cost 

20 and composite constraint multi-cost for a link-by-link least cost determination, each primary path being determined as 
the path(s) from the source node to the destination node(s) through the adjacent node having the lowest generalized 
sum of the link multi-cost from the source node to one of its adjacent nodes and the multi-cost of the "best" path(s) 
from that adjacent node(s) to the destination node. The remaining ordered link I east -criterion -costs of paths, if any are 
the secondary links or paths. v 

25 According still further to the present invention, the routing method further includes the steps of establishing a 

criterion C, for routing from a source node to a destination node; establishing a maximum multi-cost metric allowed for 
a successful routing; determining an ordered list of paths, including the primary path(s) and secondary paths from the 
source node to the destination node; and establishing link least-criterion-costs and link composite-constraint-costs for 
each of the primary and secondary paths from the source node to the destination node. If, for a given required routing - 

30 from a source node to a destination node (path), the maximum metrics are such that the metrics are greater than or 
equal to the link least-criterion-costs for each individual cost component, then there is a path from the source node to 
the destination node which has multi-cost metrics no more than those required. If, for a given path between the source 
node and the destination node, the metrics are such that at least one metric is less than a corresponding link least- 
criterion-cost for each link, but there is at least one link wherein the metrics are greater than or equal to the link lease- 
rs constraint-costs for each individual cost function, then there may or may not be a path which achieves a satisfaction 
of the cost element while still satisfying the other metrics of the cost element. Finally, if the metrics are less than the 
link least-constraint-costs, for at least one individual cost component within each link, then there is no successful path 
for meeting the metrics from the source node to the destination node. 

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent in 

40 light of the following detailed description of an exemplary embodiment thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

4$ Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a virtual private network utilizing connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing in 

accordance with the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a logic flow diagram of a shortest path determination for the virtual private network of Fig. 1 utilizing 
connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing; 

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram of a second network example, including three cost functions, utilizing connectivity 

50 matrix-based multi-cost routing in accordance with the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram of a third network example utilizing connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing in 
accordance with the invention and illustrating the use of a Mask function (M) to define a required functionality; 
Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram of a fourth network example utilizing connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing in 
accordance with the invention and illustrating a correcting method to find a path meeting a given call criterion; 

55 Fig. 6a is schematic diagram illustrating how different cost functions may achieve minimums on different links 

between different pairs of nodes; 

Fig. 6b is schematic diagram illustrating how different cost functions may achieve minimums on different links 
between a the same two nodes; 
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Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram of a fifth network example illustrating the determination of a conceptual routing table 
from a source node (S) to a destination node (D); and 

Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating that multiple cost metrics required by a call are not necessarily satisfied 
between two nodes even when individual call metrics are met 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a method for handling multi-cost factors in the determination of the relative costs 
of paths within a network between a source node and a destination node. This method of handling multi-cost factors 
io takes into consideration "non-additive" cost factors in the relative costs of paths determination. In the following descrip- 
tion, the method of the invention for adding multi-costs to obtain a figure of merit is first presented Thereafter, the 
method of routing table organization and path selection using such multi-costs is provided. 

In order to consider multi-costs in a best path determination, a "generally additive operator" must be defined which 
is not only able to add traditionally (arithmetic) additive cost functions such as delay, monetary cost, and hop count 
but which .s also able to take into account cost factors which are not additive, such as "available bandwidth" "abilitv 
to handle traffic type", etc. ' 

Let A be the range of values associated with a cost function, C. In accordance with the invention, a generally 
additive operator, e, is defined as a mapping of A X A -> A with properties: 

2° . a®b=b®a 

(a®b)®c= ae(6ec) 

for all a, b and c in A. 

The standard addition operator, +, on the set of real numbers satisfies this definition. But the © mapping can be 
satisfied by other operators as well. For example, the min and max functions and the Boolean and operation are just 
a few of the mappings which satisfy the stated properties in their appropriate domains of definition. The cost functions 
of hop count , "delay" and "cost of transmission line facility" are generally additive functions under normal addition 
The m/n function can be applied to the "percent available bandwidth" cost function and the Boolean anc/function to 
the ability to handle traffic type" cost function to make them "generally additive " 

Nowthat the generally additive operator© has been defined, connectivity matrix based single factor cost concepts 
can be extended to multi-cost functions. Let {C n } be a set of N independent generally additive cost functions (If there 
are two cost functions in the sequence that are functionally related, then one of those two can be removed from the 
sequence.) One way of dealing with the path information is to generate a sequence of connectivity matrixes {CM } in 
one-to-one correspondence to the sequence {C n }. Then, using traditional routing algorithms, N collections of path^ost 
information are obtained, each generated from CM n , 1<=n<=N. However, this collection is not correlated with the col- 
lections assorted with the other CM m matrixes, 1<=m<=N, where m*n. In effect, the path which might have least 
COS i L °u ° n Cn ' S an ent ' rely different P ath tnan tne one which minimizes the cost function C m Using this 

method, there is no obvious way to ensure that the costs associated with all the {C n } cost f unctions are within acceptable 
limits simultaneously. K 

In order to handle the {C n } cost functions applied to the same paths simultaneously, it is observed that since each 
of the cost functions are independent, their minimum values will not in general be simultaneously achieved when applied 
to a path which minimizes one of them. Therefore, in accordance with the invention, the relative importance of the 
various cost functions must be prioritized. Let 9(n) be an ordering of the indexes such that {C e , n) } is in priority order 
Such an ordering will be called a criterion. There are n! possible criteria derivable from {C„}. If two cost functions are 
of equal importance, they must still be prioritized, making one artificially more important than the other The n-tuple 
(Ce ( i). ■ - C 9 ( n) ), is called the composite multi-cost function, denoted bye. If two nodes in a network are connected 
n«, i , l°Tf * ™ m - cost ,unction is a PP'icable to the link. LelC (L)=(d e(1) d e(n) ) be the composite multi- 
cost n-tuple of the link, where d e(n , is the value of C e(n) over the link. Composite multi-cost n-tuples are generally 

additive using the operator n-tuple, g = (© e(1) © ), each element of the generally additive operator being applied 

to the corresponding cost function values. 

If P is a path in the network from node S to node D, through intermediate nodes, E, F, G, then the value of C (P) is: 
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C(s.e) e C(e,f) e c(f,g) e C(g.d) 

where the C ( s. E) . C (E , F) , C (Fi <3) and C (G , D ) are the multi-cost n-tuples of the links found in the CM between adjacent 
nodes S to E E to F, F to G, G to D, respectively. In similar manner, the composite multi-cost of any network path may 
be obtained by applying the generally additive operator to the inter-nodal multi-cost values as found in the CM for the 
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network. 

An ordering is defined for each of the cost function values which make up the composite multi-cost n-tuples. In 
order to find the "best" path in the network between two nodes S and D in a multi-cost environment, it is necessary to 

be able to compare multi-cost n-tuples. Let (a^ a n ) and (b^ ...,b n ) be two multi-cost n-tuples. The composite multi- 

s cost 

(a v .... a n ) is greater than (>) (b v ... t b n ) if: 

(1) there is an M, l<=M<=n, such that for 0<=i< M, either i is 0 or a t = b it and a M = b M ; 

If: (2) a; = bj for l<=i<=n, then (a, a n ) is equal to (=) (b v .... b n ). 

If neither of these two possibilities hold, then the composite multi-cost (a-, a n ) is less than (<) (b 1t ...,b n ). A path P1 

10 from node S to node D is the shortest path if for every path P2 between these two nodes, C (P1 ) <= C (P2), where 
the length of a path is defined as the composite multi-cost n-tuple taking the generally additive sum of the composite 
multi-cost n-tuples of the individual links which make up the path. 

Using the above definitions, single cost CM-based "shortest path algorithms" immediately extend to the multi-cost 
function environment. 

is The operation of the invention is best understood by example. Consider a virtual private network (VPN) as depicted 

in Fig. 1. Referring to Fig. 1, the bold lines exemplify links which can carry VPN traffic (VPNL) while the lighter lines 
exemplify links which cannot carry VPN traffic (L). Assume that the cost of paths are to be evaluated by two cost 
functions: (1 ) inability to carry VPN traffic (V); and (2) transmission cost (T). For "transmission cost" the normal addition 
operator will serve as the additive operator. For "inability to carry VPN traffic" there is a normal Boolean cost associated 

20 with each link: 1 if it cannot support VPN traffic and 0 if it can support VPN traffic. The or Boolean operator, (+), is 
chosen as the generally additive operator. 

In order to make a shortest path or best path determination for the virtual private network of Fig. 1 , the steps shown 
in the logic flow diagram of Fig. 2 are used. Referring to Fig. 2, in step 200, the cost functions {C V C 2 } to be applied to 
the virtual private network are defined. As discussed above, with respect to the virtual private network of Fig. 1, the 

25 cost functions of concern are the inability to carry VPN traffic (V) and the transmission costs (T). 

Next, in step 205, the criterion 9(2) is established wherein the cost functions {C^,C 2 } are prioritized. For example, 
with respect to Fig. 1 , suppose that the "inability to carry VPN traffic" is the most important link characteristic. Then V 
will have a higher priority than T. Therefore, as described above, using the cost functions {C 1( C 2 } and the criterion* 6 
(2), the composite multi-cost function, C, is established, - 

30 After the criterion is established, a connectivity matrix for the network is established, in a step 208, having ordered 

pairs which correspond to the priority established by the criterion. For example, in the virtual private network of Fig.'O , 
the CM is a 6x6 matrix of ordered pairs, (v,t), where v is the link cost with respect to the V cost function and t is the link 
cost with respect to the T cost function. Using the link cost ordered pairs of Fig. 1 , the CM is: 
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DESTINATION 

50 where $) implies that a node is the shortest path to itself, and (°o, oo) implies that there is no direct connectivity 
between the source and destination nodes. 

Finally, in the step 215, the resulting shortest path matrix, obtained by applying Floyd's Algorithm to the CM, is: 

55 
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DESTINATION 

The above shortest path matrix represents the shortest path from any source node to any destination node favoring 
VPN links over links not permitted to carry VPN traffic. From the standpoint of the VPN, this matrix represents the 
shortest path available between any source and destination nodes reachable by use of VPN links only. It is clear that 
certain source and destination nodes are not reachable within the VPN (e.g., node 3 cannot reach node 5). However, 
this matrix permits the accurate selection of paths which remain within the VPN between any source and destination 
connected through use of VPN links. It also permits the selection of a path to a non-VPN node which stays within the 
VPN until it reaches the closest node to the ultimate destination node reachable using only VPN links (e g , the path 
from node 2 to node 5). Thus, traffic generated by subscribers of the VPN will use VPN resources as much as possible 
even when accessing network ports outside of its domain 

As will be understood, the shortest path composite multi-cost value taken from the above shortest path matrix 
between a source and destination node pair is not necessarily minimal in the "transmission cost" cost function. However, 
given the chosen cost function priorities, the composite multi-cost function minimizes the cost function selected as 
being most important. For non-VPN traffic, this matrix does not in general yield the shortest path since all links (including 
those which carry VPN traffic) can be used in the path selection criteria. 

Fig. 3 provides a second network example including three cost functions. Referring to Fig. 3, the network has its 
network elements connected by links which can support various services: X.25; Frame Relay; and ATM Suppose that 
X.25 traffic should traverse X.25 links (X25L) whenever possible, using Frame Relay links (FRL) as an alternative of 
choice and ATM links (ATML) only when there is no other choice. In addition, suppose, that Frame Relay traffic cannot 
be carried by X.25 links and should use Frame Relay links in preference to ATM links wherever possible ATM traffic 
may only use ATM links. Finally, in order that performance be within specification, no path is to take any more than 9 
hops between source and destination. Within this selection scheme, suppose that delay is to be minimized, with hop 
count as the third priority selection criterion. Each trunk has an associated triple of numbers (a,b,c) where a is the rank 
in inverse order, of the link type with respect to its usability, b is the delay in milliseconds, and c is the hop count' 
Considering the network with respect to ATM service, the link type is defined as follows: a = 0 for ATM- a = 1 for Frame 
Relay; and a = 2 for X.25. 

The CM for a particular service is formulated as follows. First, if two nodes are connected to each other by one or 
more links, choose the link with the lowest 'a' value with respect to the specific service (e.g., for ATM service choose 
the ATM link between nodes 1 and 2 and the Frame Relay link between nodes 1 and 5). Next, assign a triple (a b c) 
for each link selected. In order to easily identify how many hops of each type of link are in any path, a weighted'hop 
count value is used for each type of line such that the resulting total weighted hops in a path can be decomposed 
much as a decimal number, into its constituent hops. Since no path can have more than 9 hops, weighted hops of 1 ' 
10 and 100 were chosen for ATM, Frame Relay and X.25 respectively. (In general, if there were a requirement that no 
path take more than H hops, then the weights 1, H+1 and (H+1)2 may be used for ATM, Frame Relay and X25 re- 
spectively). 

Three CMs are used to describe the link connectivity with respect to each of the supported network services. For 
the ATM service topology, the CM is given by: 
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DESTINATION 



The CM is processed using Floyd's Algorithm on this CM using the triple of generally additive operators (max, +,+). 
is This leads to an ATM service network 'shortest path' matrix (SPM) of: 
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DESTINATION 



30 The first element of each triple in the matrix represents the code of the least acceptable protocol used in the path 

for the service network. The second element represents the total delay associated with the links in the path. The third 
element is the weighted hop count of the path. Its value provides sufficient information to decompose the path into its 
constituent link types (e.g., a weighted hop count of 12 implies a unique decomposition of 1 hop of weight 10 and two 
hops of weight 1 which implies two ATM hops and one Frame Relay hop). 

35 There are certain nodes that cannot be reached by a purely ATM service. For example, SPM [3,2] is (1,3,11). This 

means that path contains a Frame Relay link. Since this is the best path from node 3 to node 2, it follows that the ATM 
service is insufficient to handle any requirement for ATM traffic between these two nodes. 

The ATM service network 'shortest path* matrix also indicates that there is always a path for X.25 traffic and Frame 
Relay traffic between any two nodes. Since there is no absolute prohibition from using ATM and/or Frame Relay links 

40 from carrying X.25 service, there is always X.25 connectivity between any two nodes. However, the objective is to 
carry X.25 traffic over pure X.25 links if at all possible. Thus, although this matrix is sufficient to handle, totally, the 
determination of the best path for ATM service, it is insufficient, by itself, for determining the 'best' paths for all services. 

When this same network is considered with respect to the Frame Relay service, the most desirable links are those 
with Frame Relay protocol, so they are given the link protocol value (a) of 0. The next most desirable links are those 

45 carrying ATM. So such links have a protocol value of 1. Last, since X.25 links are not acceptable for Frame Relay 
traffic, these links are given a protocol value of 2. 
The resultant FR connectivity matrix is given by: 



so 



ss 
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s 1 

O 2 

U 3 

R 4 

C 5 
E 



(0,0,0) 
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(0, 7,20) 
(0,9,30) 
(0,3,10) 
1 
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(0,0,0) 
(0,10,30) 
(0, 12,40) 
(0,6,20) 
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(0, 10,30) 
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(0,12,40) (0,6,20) 

(0,2,10) (0,4,10) 

(0,0,0) (0,6,20) 

(0,6,20) (0,0,0) 
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n^thl COnn ^ ct,v,t y. of the network is that Frame Relay traffic follows paths using Frame Relay links These 
Sme Rlavoatn^t tH "° r But f ° r * e ™W traffic 4 represent the "east delay 

,h*n tho n V P ? !!1 u n6tW0rk - Had thSre been SSVeral Frame Rela y P a1hs of equal delay between two nodes 
then the hop count would have been a factor in determining the best path 

To handle the X.25 service aspects, the CM is generated from the X.25 protocol perspective Here X 25 links are 

while F » U p ' ^ Fram8 Re ' ay th6n by A ™- ln this case ' * 25 "nks aregiven a p^^fof? 

:sis*::zr have protoco1 vaiues of 1 and * ^ ~° — 
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4 5 



matrfx P of yin9 ***** USing the genera,, y additive tri P ,e <™*+.+>. obtains the X25 service 'shortest path' 



8 



EP 0 830 047 A2 



s 


1 ■ 


(0. 


0,0) 


(0,15, 


200) 


(0,10,100) (0,9,200) 


— 

(0, 5, 100) 


o 


2 


(0, 


15, 200) 


(0,0, 


0) (0 


,5,100) 


(0, 14,300) 


(0, 10, 200) 


u 


3 


(0, 


10, 100) 


(0,5, 


100) 


(0,0,0) 


(0, 9,200) 


(0, 5, 100) 


R 


4 


(0, 


9,200) 


(0,14, 


300) 


(0, 9, 200) 


(0, 0, 0) 


(0,4, 100) 


C 


5 


JO, 


5, 100) 


(0, 10, 


200) 


(0,5, 100) 


(0, 4, 100) 


(0,0,0) 


E 






1 


2 




3 


4 


5 
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The X.25 "shortest path" matrix indicates that all nodes can be reached by paths which use exclusively X.25 links. 

*5 This is not to say that the delay, nor hop count are minimized by such paths. But the paths do minimize delay within 
the X.25 service network, in preference to nodal hops. 

Fig. 4 is a third network example. Referring to Fig. 4, the network links support a collection of functions of importance 
to the subscribers of the network. A particular path in such a network is to be chosen according to the functions required 
by the call as far as possible while minimizing the hop count within the network. The network of Fig. 4 supports some 

20 or all of the following functionality: (a) security of data transmission (e.g., ability to handle classified data); (b) path 
diversity (e.g., the underlying bearer has multiple paths leading to high link reliability); (c) fiber transmission medium 
(e.g., for low Bit Error Rate); and (d) bandwidth-on-demand (e.g., for multi-media applications). Each link has an as- 
sociated 4-tuple with 1s and 0s indicating the presence or absence of the functionality in the order indicated by the 
bullets (a) - (d). 

25 in such a network, given a subset of the supported link-based functionality, it is reasonable to determine the best 

path capabilities available in the network as an aid to locating path deficiencies which must be corrected in order to 
provide the necessary network support. It may not be necessary that paths be found from a fixed source node to the 
other potential destination nodes which satisfy all the supported functions simultaneously. As an illustration of how 
these services are distributed, consider the determination of possible best connectivity for the subset of functions 

30 consisting simultaneously of 'path diversity' and 'bandwidth-on-demand'. 

Additionally, the least hop routing is determined within the constraints that the selected paths are the best at meeting 
the desired functionality. To perform this task, the network is considered as being described by a 2-tuple cost function, 
(s,h), where s is a subset of the supported network functions and h is the hop count of the corresponding path. The 
generally additive operator on this cost 2-tuple is (mancf,+), where mand refers to a 'masked Boolean and' and V is 

35 normal arithmetic addition. If (s^h^ and (s 2 ,h 2 ) are 2-tuples, then (s^) e (s 2 h 2 ) is (s 1 mands 2 , h 1 + h 2 ). 

The following example illustrates the application of mand to a pair of Boolean strings using the generally additive 
operator. Let St and s 2 be two Boolean strings of equal length and M be the mask of the same length of desired/required 
functionality associated with the Boolean strings. Then s-, = s 2 with respect to M, if s^M =s 2 *M=(s 1 + s 2 )*M or s^M * 
s 2 *M * (St + s 2 )*M (where °+ d is the Boolean "or" function and is the Boolean "and" function). Otherwise, we say 

^0 either s 1 < s 2 or s 2 < s lP meaning either s^M = (s., + s 2 )*M or s 2 *M = (s^ + s 2 )*M, respectively. Then the term "less 
than or equal (<)" is a well ordering on the masked Boolean strings, i.e., given any two Boolean strings of equal length 
and a mask M of the same length, then either the two strings are equal or one string is less than the other. If s*M=0, 
the s > all other Boolean strings of equal length to that of the mask M. 

We define s 1 ©s 2 with respect to mask M to be s 1 *s 2 *M, the mandot s t and s 2 . 

45 with the above example in mind, and returning to the example of Fig. 4, Let M be the mask of the required func- 

tionality (e.g., M is 0101 for this illustration). With these definitions, it is now possible to apply the multiple cost approach 
to determine the 'shortest paths' relative to the network with respect to a mask of functionality, M. The CM for this 
network is: 

so 
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where (°o,oo) implies the absence of direct node-to-node connectivity. The 'shortest path' matrix with respect to the 
mask-defined functionality is thus: 
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30 DESTINATION 

The 'shortest path' between any two nodes is seen to be the least hop path which includes the desired services. 
It is clear that there may be no path between some of the nodes for certain choices of the mask, M. Consider, for 
example, the path from node 1 to node 6 with respect to the functionality fiber transmission medium'. Although there 
are parts of paths which have the desired medium, there is always at least one link which does not possess a fiber 
transmission medium. 

In single-cost shortest path algorithms, the idea of a minimal, least, or "shortest 0 path is intuitively clear. If the cost 
of a path is least compared to all other paths, it is the shortest path. It would be ideal if this same concept carried 
directly to a multiple cost shortest path algorithm. Unfortunately, the generalization rarely holds in practice. For, the 
*o generalization requires the simultaneous minimization of the individual costs of the multi-cost function, a condition 
much stronger than insisting on a single-cost obtaining its minimum. In common situations, additive cost functions 
comprising multi-cost criteria are completely unrelated, (e.g., hop count, monetary cost of transmission lines). It is quite 
possible that the minimization of one is unrelated to the minimum of another. When generally additive cost functions 
form part or all of a multi-cost function, there is even less predictability as to whether all the individual cost functions 
4 & will achieve a minimum simultaneously. 

With multiple cost components, the term "minimum cost" implies that the most significant cost function is minimal 
and that for this minimal value, the other cost functions are the smallest possible given the cost ordering. In effect, 
each component cost (excluding the most significant cost component) could achieve an individually lower value than 
is found in the "minimal cost" of the multi-cost function. 

The "minimum cost" has a profound impact on the ability of Floyd's Algorithm or Dijkstra's Algorithm to provide 
sufficient information to allow a path to be found between two nodes in a multi-cost network. This concept can best be 
explained with reference to the network of Fig. 5. Referring to Fig. 5, the ordered triples represent the additive multi- 
cost functions, ($,d,h), where '$' represents monetary cost, 'd' denotes propagation delay and 'h* indicates hop count. 
Using the tri-cost criterion of "monetary cost is more important than propagation delay which is more important than 
hop count", a "minimal, cost" is obtained from node S to node D of value (3,13,3) found by taking the path S-P-H-D. 
Conversely, considering the criterion of "propagation delay followed by monetary cost followed by hops", a "minimal 
cost" is obtained of value (10,7,7) via the path S-P-J-K-L-M-N-D. Note that the absolute minimum monetary cost and 
hop count cost is found in the path S-P-H-D where each has value 3. The absolute minimal delay path is S-P-J-K-L- 
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M-N-D with value 7. For this path, the monetary cost is 10 and the hop count is 7. There are four other possibilities for 
ordering the tri-cost functions. For example, there is the criterion of "delay followed by hops followed by monetary 
costs". In this case, the "minimal cost" path for this criterion is again S-P-J-K-L-M-N-D. 

Note that if there are N independent cost functions comprising a multi-cost function, then there are N! possible 

s multi-cost criteria. It becomes impractical to deal with all of these. Instead, a selected subset of the possible criteria 
may be considered as a basis for network routing. However, even if all N! possible criteria are used to calculate "shortest 
path" routes between two nodes, there is no guarantee that any of these will satisfy the requirements of routing a 
specific call requiring a specific combination of the multiple costs. 

Using the network of Fig. 5, assume that it is desirable to route a call from S to D with a monetary cost of no more 

10 than 9, no more that 5 hops and no more than 9 units of delay. There is indeed such a path, namely S-B-C-F-G-D. If 
each of the possible six criteria are applied to the network, there are none whose corresponding shortest path from S 
to D ensures that the three metrics of the call can be satisfied simultaneously The two criteria which minimize monetary 
cost first yield identical shortest path metrics of (3, 13, 3). The two criteria which minimize hop count first yield shortest 
path metrics of (3 13, 3) and (13, 8, 3). 

15 Finally, the two criteria which minimize delay first result in the same shortest path metrics of (10, 7, 7). It follows 

that the delay metric is the problem. It does not achieve its minimum along the same path as the simultaneous minimums 
of hop count and monetary cost. The desired call metrics are distributed such that when the other two metrics can be 
achieved, the delay metric appears to be unachievable. Conversely, when a criterion is chosen such that the required 
delay metric is met, then the monetary cost and hop count metrics are too high. 

20 The example of Fig. 5 illustrates the limitations of multi-cost routing choices and the associated path selection 

process. Even when paths exist in the network which satisfy the multi-cost requirements of a particular call, the multi- 
cost values associated with the "shortest paths" may mask this information so that there appears to be no possible 
path. Although there is no absolute guarantee that multi-cost routing information will ensure a path for a given call 
requiring conformance to specific multi-cost metrics, a correcting method in accordance with the invention improves 

25 the multi-cost information and gives the best chance for successfully finding a path. 

For purposes of illustrating the correcting method of the invention, let CM(C) be the connectivity matrix of any 
network with respect to a given criterion, C, with ordered component cost functions c v c 2 ,..., c N . Then CM(C) [i,j] has 
n-tuple, (c^ c 2 .... c N ), of values appropriate to a multi-cost link between adjacent nodes i and j. In case there are 
multiple links between two adjacent nodes, the one with the lowest multi-cost, according to C is selected for CM(C). 

30 The criterion cost (E p E 2 ,-~, E N ), between a source* node S and a destination node D with respect to the criterion C 
is just the value obtained by applying Floyd's Algorithm or Dijkstra's Algorithm to CM(C) for the "least cost" of a path 
between the two nodes with respect to C. 

Now consider each individual cost function c jf 1<i<N, which is a component of C. Apply Floyd's Algorithm or Dijk- 
stra's Algorithm to CM(C) considering only the i-th member of each N-tuple, i.e.," obtain the single<:ost "least cost" of 

55 a path between a source node S and a destination node D with respect to c { relative to criterion C. This cost will be 
called the i-th constraint cost, e jt between the two nodes. The total set of the N constraint costs ej, 1<t<N t can be used 
to form an N-tuple (e v e 2 ,-..,e N ) defined as the composite constraint multi-cost between nodes S and node D. 

Since the composite constraint multi-cost is composed of the individual least costs of each component without 
regard for the effects of the criterion C, it follows that (e v e> &n) £ ( E v E 2 En)1ot the two nodes, S and D. Since 

40 c A is the most significant cost component of C, it follows that E^e^ If all of the individual cost functions, Cj, simulta- 
neously attain their minimums along the same path from node S to node D, then E,-=e,-, 1<i<N. Any other situation will 
result in at least one value of /, 2<i<N f with e p <E r 

Considering the criterion, C, having N independent cost functions, a,, c 2 ,..., c N , if there is a link from node A to 
node B, the cost of that link may be low for c v but high for Cj. There may be other nodes, node F and node G, where 

45 the reverse is true. Alternatively, there may be multiple links between node A and node B. In this case, the choice of 
link for Cj may be different from the choice of link for c x with the intent that the selected link has the minimum cost for 
the given cost function. This principle is illustrated in Figs. 6a and 6b for a pair of cost functions. 

Referring to Figs. 6a and 6b, it is assumed that there are two cost functions and c 2 and the multi-costs of links 
are given as ordered pairs (e v c 2 ). Fig. 6a illustrates the point that a path with a low cost value for may be entirely 

so different from a path with a low cost value for c 2 . Fig. 6b indicates that even when paths for each of the cost functions 
include the same nodes, they may require different links for achieving individual minimal costs. Therefore, there may 
not be a consistent choice of links which will simultaneously minimize c-, and c 2 . 

Returning to the consideration of N independent cost functions, and generalizing the information illustrated by Fig. 
5, it follows that each independent cost function, Cj 1<>i<N, must have its own connectivity matrix CM(Cj), where the 

ss cost assigned to a connecting link between two nodes is chosen to have the minimal value for Cj. It follows that CM(Cj) 
may differ significantly from CM(cj) for some other cost function. Connectivity matrix CM(Cj) is used to find the absolute 
minimal cost path for the i-th cost function c ( between any two nodes in the network. Let ae,be the minimal cost path 
with respect to the cost function Cj. Then an absolute constraint cost (ae v ae>..., ae N ) is defined such that ae£efcE p 



11 



EP 0 830 047 A2 



1<i<N, for all criteria C, composed of the cost functions. 

The criterion cost, absolute constraint cost and composite constraint cost can be used to define "primary* and 
"secondary' paths within the network. For example, let S be any node in a network. Let A = {AJ, 1<kzm, be the set of 
all nodes of the network directly connected to node S by either single or multiple links. Let SCM(C) be CM(C) with all 
link connectivity from node S to A removed. In effect, SCM(C) isolates node S so that it cannot be part of any path 
from any A k e A to any other destination node D (where node D is different from node S) in the network. Using SCM 
(C) and applying Flpyd's Algorithm (or Dijkstra's Algorithm) for each A k G A, a determination may be made of the 
criterion cost, E^(E V Eg,..., E N ) h and the composite constraint cost, e^(e v e 2 ,..., e N ) h from each source node A k <= 
A to every destination node D. The sets {EJ and {ej form m n-tuples of multi-costs, each n-tuple associated with an 
adjacent node of node S (and not including S as described above). 

To find the cost of a path from node S to node D, it is observed that any such path must transit through one of the 
adjacent nodes A k <= A. A link "least-criterion-cosf ("composite-constraint-cost", "absolute-constraint-cost") of the path 
to node D through node A,, is defined as the sum of the multi-cost of the chosen link from node S to node A k ar\d the 
criterion cost (composite-constraint-cost, absolute-constraint-cost) of the path from A k to the destination node D. A link 
least criterion-cost (composite-constraint-cost, absolute-constraint-cost) of a path from node S to destination node D 
through node A k (according to criterion C) is defined as the sum of the cost of a multi-cost link from node S to node A k 
and the criterion cost (composite-constraint-cost, absolute-constraint-cost) from A k \o node D. By considering all the 
different link least-criterion-costs from node S to each of the adjacent nodes A h JS/cSm, the resultant link least-criterion- 
costs from node S through node D can be ordered. If two or more such costs have the same value, then the corre- 
sponding link composite-constraint-costs are compared and used to determine the ordering. The link(s) with the lowest 
link least-crrterion-costs are called the primary Unk(s). The corresponding adjacent node(s), A k is called the primary 
adjacent node(s). The remaining ordered link least-criterion-costs of paths, if any, are the secondary links. Through- 
out the remainder, it is assumed that a given node routes a call to one of its adjacent nodes. Once there, that node 
routes it in exactly the same manner, continuing until the destination node is reached. Thus, from the standpoint of a 
node, primary links are synonymous with primary paths and secondary links are synonymous with secondary paths 
The set of primary paths and secondary paths associated with each destination node D forms the routing choices for 
the node S. 

Using the above definition, a routing table can be defined for a path selection from a source node (S) to a destination 
node (D). Referring to the example of Fig. 7, let C be a criterion of m multi-cost functions ( Cl ,c 2 c ) Let S be the 
node for which routing tables are being generated. Let D be any destination node in the network. The seTfAJ, 1<=k<=n 
is the set of all network nodes that are link-connected (adjacent) to S. 

Let CM(C) be the multi-cost connectivity matrix for the network. Let SCM(C) be the associated connectivity matrix 
at node S wherein all connectivity between node S and its adjacent nodes are removed (i.e., S is isolated from the 
connectivity in the network). SCM(C) is used to find the shortest path from each adjacent node A. to the destination 
node D for criterion C. This least multi-cost path is denoted by SP(A k ,D), 1<=k<=n. Let CC(A k ,D) be the constraint 
cost of each path from A k to D. It is noted that since SCM(C) has node S isolated from the rest of the network SP(A„D) 
and CC(A k ,D) do not involve any paths which go through S. 

Suppose there are q(k) links from S to adjacent node A*. Let Lj(S,A k ), 1 <j=<=q(k), be the link multi-cost of each 

11!: °L / D) bS thS ° rdered triple ( S ik' U ik(D),B jk (D)), where R jk (D) is the j-th routing entry associated 
with the j-th link from S to A,,, S jk is the link identifier of the j-th link from S to A., U ik (D) = L(S,A k )©SP(A k D) and B„ 
(D)= Lj(S, A k )©CC(A k ,D). It follows that U jk (D) > B jk (D). The routing entries at node S for destination node D are uW" 
(D), 1 <=j<=q(k) and 1 <=k<=n. This set is ordered by comparing U jk (D) multi-cost values with respect to criterion C If 
Ujoko(D) = Uj^ (D) then ordering is accomplished by comparing B jok0 (D) and B j1k1 (D). This ordered list is the conceptual 
routing table for destination node D in Node S. 

Returning to the example network of Fig. 5, assume that this network is governed by the single criterion that 
monetary cost is more important than delay which is more important than hop count. Only the primary and secondary 
path information to node D with respect to node S are considered. The adjacent nodes to node S are node P and node 
B. Using Floyd's Algorithm, Dijkstra's Algorithm or inspection, the criterion cost (E v E 2 , E 3 ) from node P to node D is 
determined to be (2, 12, 2). The composite constraint cost (•,. e 2 . e 3 ) is (2, 6. 2). Note that the constraint cost element 
for delay is less than the criterion cost element for delay. This implies that at least the minimal delay constraint cost is 
achieved on a different path than that which best satisfies the criterion. The absolute constraint cost (ae v ae 2 ae 3 ) is 
(2, 6 2) also. But note that the CMs used for obtaining the absolute minimums do not all coincide with the CM used 
for the selected criterion. 

In a similar manner, the criterion cost (E„ E 2 , E 3 ) from node B to node D is (5, 16, 3). The composite constraint 
cost (e,, e 2 , e 3 ) is (5. 7, 3). Since the delay constraint cost element is less than the delay criterion cost element at 
least th.s constraint cost element was achieved on a different path than that which best satisfies the criterion The 
absolute constraint cost (bo, , ae 2 , ae 3 ) from node B to node D is (5. 6, 3). Note that since the absolute constraint cost 
for delay is less than the composite constraint cost for the criterion, it must be achieved on a different path (either 
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nodes, links between nodes, or both) from the path which minimizes the delay element for the constraint cost- 
Adding the appropriate link costs from node S to node P or node B, the primary path cost is (3, 13, 3) with corre- 
sponding composite constraint and absolute constraint costs of (3, 7, 3) through the link to node P. Additionally, the 
secondary path cost is (6, 17, 4) with corresponding composite constraint cost (6, 8, 4) and absolute constraint cost 
of (6, 7, 4) through the link to node B. 

Suppose it is desirable to route a call from node S to node D with the requirements that its monetary cost be no 
more than 9, its delay be no more than 9 and its hop count be no more than 5. This is formulated as a multi-cost call 
requirement of (9, 9, 5). If this allowed cost is compared with the primary path value of (3, 13, 3), it fails to meet the 
appropriate condition to route the call because the delay element of the primary path is too large. Note, however, the 
corresponding constraint cost is strictly less than the cost required by the call. As will be seen in the following, this 
implies that there may be a sub-optimal path from node S to node D through the link to node P which satisfies the cost 
requirements of the call. 

Similarly, if the cost requirement of the call is compared against the secondary path value of (6, 17, 4) it also fails 
to meet the appropriate condition for routing the call since the delay element of the criterion cost is too large. If the 
cost requirement of the call is compared against the corresponding composite constraint cost, it is seen that the con- 
straint cost is less than the call requirement cost, it follows that there may be some suboptimal path from node S to 
node D through the link to node B which satisfies the cost requirement of the call. As discussed above, there is indeed 
such a path through node B. There is no path through node P even though it appears to be the primary (and therefore 
"best") choice. 

The above defined criterion costs, composite constraint costs and absolute constraint costs can be used for path 
selection. Assume that a call is to be routed by a node S in the network to anultimate destination node D according 
to some criterion, C. Suppose the corresponding maximal multi-cost metrics allowed for successful routing of the call 
are given by M= (M v M?..., Mj, M N ). When node S tries to select a path to the next node toward the destination, it 
must use its ordered primary and secondary path information for node D with respect to the criterion, C, to find a 
suitable candidate link. 

Let R D be the set of criterion-cost-ordered links in node S to be used in path selection to node D. Let Z be the 
number of entries in Finally let E z and e z be the link least-criterion-cost and link composite-constraint-costs re- 
spectively for the z-th entry of R D , 1<z<Z. ^ % 

If for some 1 <z<Z, the maximal call matrices are such that M£(E z ) h for each individual cost component, then there 
is a path from node S to node D which has multi-cost metrics no more than those required by the call. It follows that 
there is at least one path, using the link corresponding to E^ able to support the call within the desired metrics. 

Suppose that for each 1<z<Z, the call metrics are such that M f <(E z)i for at least one individual cost component, 
but there is at least one index z 0 , with 1<z 0 <Z, such that M^e^ior each individual cost function. Then there is at 
least one cost element of the call which may or may not have a path for which it can achieve the satisfaction of that 
cost element while still satisfying the other metrics of the other cost elements. Since the individual cost elements could 
achieve their individual constraint values along different paths, there is no guarantee that the call routed down the 
corresponding link will have a successful completion. As a consequence, if paths for which M£ (E z0 ) f 6o not exist or 
are not successful, then node S should select a link such that M£(e z ) h for each individual cost function.' 

Finally, if for each 1<z<Z the condition M,-< (e z ) h for at least one individual cost component holds, then there is 
likely to be no successful path for the call from node S to node D. For, e z represents the lowest cost path, relative to 
criterion C, for the corresponding link. Therefore a call with smaller metrics has very low chance of completion using 
that link while preserving the topology of the network with respect to C. The absolute constraint costs may be such 
that ae^Mj^e^i for at least one cost component. In this case, there is a remote possibility that a path exists which 
satisfies the metrics of the call. However, this situation is unlikely, at best, for two reasons. First, the CM topology used 
for the absolute constraint costs must have differed (in terms of link costs between nodes) from the topology used for 
the criterion C. Second, the path selection algorithm must allocate all the multi-costs associated with a given link while 
only the single cost component of a link, which minimizes a given cost component, is used in calculating the absolute 
constraint cost. 

Consequently, attempting to route a call, based on absolute constraint costs, may on rare occasions produce a 
successful path selection. But much more typically, such path selection attempts will be fruitless with the additional 
undesirable affect of ineffectively using network resources. Therefore if, for alt potential paths, a call has one of its 
metrics less than the corresponding constraint cost relative to a criterion, it is preferable to consider a "best effort" path 
which minimizes the most important cost component (for example) rather than to consider a path selections based on 
the absolute constraint cost metrics. 

Special considerations must be taken when only two cost functions are considered for path selection. Suppose 
that c 1 and c 2 are two cost components comprising a multi-cost function. Then only two criteria are possible, either c, 
is more important than c 2 , or the reverse is true. In this case, if C is one of the criteria, then the criterion and composite 
constraint costs with respect to C serve as a bound for routing a call within the limits of the criterion just as described 
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above. The criterion cost with respect to C minimizes the "more important" of the two cost components with respect 
to C. The criterion cost of C\ the remaining criterion, effectively gives the minimum of the second cost component. It 
can be used as the means of achieving the "best effort" routing if the metrics of the given call fail to yield a route because 
of failure in the "less important metric" to be within the bounds of criterion C. The use of these criterion cost metrics 

5 may introduce a potential path which satisfies the "less important metric 0 , while satisfying the metrics (sub-optimally) 
for the "more important metric". 

It must be emphasized that this technique still does not ensure a path can be found. Fig. 8 illustrates such a 
situation. Here the ordered pairs represent the two costs. If criterion C is to consider the first cost to be more important, 
then the criterion cost will be (6, 1 3) from node A to node B. The criterion cost for C is seen to be (1 0, 11). From these 

io two criterion costs, it is inferred that the absolute constraint cost is (6, 11). But there is no path that achieves these 
cost metrics. In fact, if a call is to be routed from node A to node B with associated cost metrics of (7, 12), there is no 
path capable of routing the call. Node A might try to route such a call using a "best effort'' service. Depending on the 
policy of the path selection in node I, either the (5, 12) or the (9, 10) link could be chosen to satisfy at least one of the 
cost metrics. 

is It should also be observed that this methodology does not, in general, extend to multi-cost functions of more than 

two cost components. 

Routing choices can be effectively used in the path selection process. When there is a call request at a source 
network node, either there is an explicit multi-cost required or there is an implicit default multi-cost. In any event, it can 
be assumed that call set-up requests always contain a (maximum) multi-cost value, M, which must be satisfied to allow 
20 successful call completion. It can be further assumed that the source node knows the identity of the destination network 
node of the call and that each intermediate node participating in the path selection is aware of the total maximum 
allowed cost for the call request and of the multi-cost accumulated so far in the path selection process. 

Suppose for example that {N(k)} ( k=1 .....m, is the sequence of consecutive nodes in a path from a source node S 
= N(1) to a destination node D = N(m). The intermediate nodes are to be determined so as to satisfy the multi-cost 
25 constraints, M, on the service request. 

If Q(k-1) is denied to be the accumulated multi-cost of the path from the source node S to node N(k), and P(k) is 
defined to be a path from node N(k) toward node D with multi-cost T(k), then each node N(k) selects a path P(k) 
predicated on the rules that: 

30 . m is greater of equal to Q(k-1) © T(k); and 

if P'(k) is any other possible choice, then: (a) if it is the rule to select a path which is the "best fit", then a path 
should be selected such that Q(k-1) © T'(k) is less than or equal to Q(k-1) © T(k) (b) if it is the rule to select the 
"best possible" path, then a path should be selected such that Q(k-1) © T'(k) is greater than or equal to Q(k-1) 
© T(k) 

35 

Where the "best fit" path is the path which provides performance closest to the requirements of the call and the "best 
possible" path is defined as the path which provides the "best" performance possible for the call, as described in greater 
detail below. 

If Q(0) is defined to be the 0 multi-cost value, then for k= 2,...,m, the value Q(k-1) = Q(k-2) © Lfi^jJ^], where 

40 L n<k-i)J<k)] is the multi-cost of the link selected from node N(k-1) to node N(k). The value of T(k) = L[i (k) ,j (k+1) ] © W 
['(k+iJ'W- where W[i (k+1) ,j D ] is the multi-cost value at node N(k) from the selected adjacent node N(k+1 ) to the desti- 
nation D as determined from the routing choice information. 

For best fit routing, in order for node N(k) to select a link to node N(k+1 ), the criterion costs of the routing choices 
to destination D should be scanned from worst to best. The link corresponding to the first entry encountered, if any, 

45 which satisfies the condition that the remaining maximum multi-cost of the call (i.e, M - Q(k-1) is greater or equal to 
the criterion cost, for each individual component cost, should be used to route to node N(k+1). If there is no entry 
whose criterion cost satisfies this condition, then the routing choices should again be scanned from worst to best to 
select the first entry encountered such that each individual cost component of M - Q(k-1) is greater or equal to each 
individual cost component of the composite constraint cost. During the search, if at any time an entry is encountered 

50 with M 1 <e v where e 1 is the first component of the composite constraint cost for the entry, then there is no path possible 
for the call and the search should be terminated. If a routing choice meeting the search condition is found, the path 
corresponding to this choice is a candidate for a possibly successful call completion. If the call routing attempt, using 
this choice, is unsuccessful, the search for additional possible choices should continue. 

The effect of this best fit algorithm is to select a path which most closely matches the multi-cost requirements of 

55 the call request. There are numerous benefits of this path selection approach. First, an effective application of network 
resources is achieved. Call requests are evaluated against available potential path choices so that selection uses the 
least required resources to satisfy the cost function wherever possible. In this way, requests requiring premium per- 
formance can be reserved for those calls which are prepared to pay for this capability. Those call requests which can 
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tolerate lower performance will use those resources as the criteria of choice. Only when lower performance resources 
are unavailable will higher performance resources be used. 

For best possible routing, the minimum cost path available meeting the call requirements is selected. This is the 
intuitive method of path selection. The criterion costs of the routing choices to the destination are scanned from best 
s to worst using the premium path first. This method has the advantage of allowing intermediate nodes within the path 
to elect sub-optimal paths with still having a high degree of certainty that the criterion will be met. However, this method 
may use resources for routing which are much better than required. If there is a later routing request with more stringent 
requirements, there may not be premium resources available to meet the requirements of the request. 

No matter whether best possible or best fit routing is used, the path selection approach preserves path multi-cost 
10 information without explicit path knowledge. The cumulative cost information together with adjacency and local shortest 
path multi-cost information is all that is needed to permit allowable path evaluation at a node. Finally, this path selection 
approach provides ease of alternate path selection. If at some point along the path for call establishment, the most 
desirable selection of the next node is unobtainable, then either an alternate choice can be found (according to the 
algorithmic next best choice) or the path selection can be returned to the previous node by merely subtracting multi- 
15 costs locally known to the node. 

Although the invention has been described and illustrated with respect to exemplary embodiments thereof, the 
foregoing and various other changes, omissions and additions may be made therein and thereto without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 

20 

Claims 

1. A method of network routing between nodes in the network, including the steps of: 

25 defining cost functions to be taken into consideration when making routing choices; 

prioritizing each of said cost functions with respect to one another to thereby provide a composite multi-cost 
function including said cost functions in a priority order; 

defining a connectivity matrix for the network including ordered n-tuples having n elements, each n-tuple rep- 
resenting a multi-cost directly between each pair of nodes in the network, and each one of said elements of 

30 each n-tuple representing a cost function value of each one of said cost functions directly between each said 

pair of nodes in the network, wherein n is the number of said cost functions, and wherein said ordered n-tuples 
include each of said cost functions ordered in said priority order established in said step of prioritizing; 
defining a generally additive operator such that distributive and commutative properties are applicable to a 
generally additive sum of said cost function values; 

35 defining an ordering between a pair of said n-tuples by comparing said cost function value of respective ele- 

ments; 

deriving a shortest path matrix by applying said composite multi-cost function to said connectivity matrix using 
said generally additive operator and said ordering, said shortest path matrix including summation ordered n- 
tuples having multi-costs equal to the generally additive sum of said cost function values over a shortest path 
40 between each pair of nodes. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

determining a multi-cost requirement indicative of the multi-cost of said cost functions required to satisfy a 
45 routing request between a pair of nodes; 

comparing said multi-cost requirement to said summation ordered n-tuples between said pair of nodes; and 
determining that a path exists for routing between said pair of nodes if said summation ordered n-tuples be- 
tween said pair of nodes satisfies said multi-cost requirement. 

so 3. The method according to claim 1 , wherein 

the nodes are interconnected by links; 

each node and/or link may or may not support functions generally available to the network; 
said step of defining cost functions includes defining a cost function which is a Boolean representation of 
55 functionality supported by the network between each said pair of nodes; and 

each n-tuple of said connectivity matrix includes an element indicative of the functionality, in said ordering of 
functionality, available directly between each said pair of nodes. 
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein 
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said step of prioritizing each of said cost functions includes defining one of said cost functions as a mask of 
a desired functionality of network capability, said desired functionality being indicative of a desired functionality 
between a pair of nodes; 

said step of defining a generally additive operator includes assigning an operator MAND for said Boolean 
representation; and 

said step of deriving said shortest path matrix includes deriving said summation n-tuples such that each sum- 
mation n-tuple includes an element indicative fo the fulfillment of said desired functionality available over said 
shortest path between each said pair of nodes. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein said step of deriving a shortest path matrix includes the step of taking the generally 
additive sum of said cost functions over a shortest path between each pair of nodes using Floyd's Algorithm. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein said step of deriving a shortest path matrix includes the step of taking the generally 
additive sum of said cost functions over a shortest path between each pair of nodes using Dijkstra's Algorithm. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

determining a multi-cost requirement indicative of the multi-cost required to satisfy a routing request between 
a pair of nodes; 

determining at least one primary path and any secondary paths between said pair of nodes which are used 
to satisfy said multi-cost requirement. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said step of determining at least one primary path and any secondary paths 
includes the steps of: 

defining said pair of nodes to include a source node and a destination node; 
determining each adjacent node in the network directly connect to said source node; 

defining a source-isolated connectivity matrix including ordered n-tuples representing the multi-cost directly 
between each pair of nodes in the network excluding said source node; 

deriving a criterion cost as a shortest path between each said adjacent node and said destination node with 
respect to said composite multi-cost function by applying said composite multi-cost function to said source- 
isolated connectivity matrix using said generally additive operator and said ordering; 

deriving a composite constraint cost as a shortest path between each adjacent node and said destination node 
with respect to each individual cost function by applying each individual cost function to said source-isolated 
connectivity matrix using said generally additive operator and said ordering of said individual cost function; 
defining link least-criterion-costs between said source node and said destination node, each being the gen- 
erally additive sum of said cost functions of each respective (ink from said source node to a respective one of 
said adjacent nodes and said criterion cost from said respective one of said adjacent nodes to said destination 
node; 

defining link composite-constraint-costs between said source node and said destination node, each being the 
generally additive sum of said cost functions of each said respective link from said source node to said re- 
spective one of said adjacent nodes and said composite constraint cost from said respective one of said 
adjacent nodes to said destination node; 
ordering said link least-criterion -costs; 

defining said at least one primary path as a route between said source node and said destination node having 
said fink least-criterion-costs with the smallest multi-cost; and 

defining said secondary paths as the remaining routes between said source node and said destination node. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein each said secondary path is prioritized in inverse order with respect to 
the multi-cost of said link least-criterion-costs associated with each said secondary path. 



10. 



55 



The method according to claim 8, wherein said step of ordering said link least -criterion -costs includes determining 
said order by comparing associated link composite -constraint-costs if said link least-criterion -costs for two paths 

flffi thA ft«mfi 



11. The method according to claim 8, further including the step of comparing said multi-cost requirement to said link 
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least-criterion-costs, and if said multi-cost requirement is greater than or equal to said link least-criterion-costs for 
each individual cost component, determining that there is a path from said source node to said destination node 
which satisfies said multi-cost requirement. 

5 12. The method according to claim 11 , wherein said step of comparing said multi-cost requirement to said link lease- 
criterion-costs further includes, if at least one element of said multi-cost requirement is less than a corresponding 
one of said link least-criterion-costs for each path, but there is at least one path wherein said multi-cost requirement 
is greater than or equal to said one of said link composite-constraint-costs for each individual cost function, then 
there may or may not be a path which satisfies said multi-cost requirement for said at least one element while still 

io satisfying all other elements of the multi-cost requirement. 

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein said step of comparing said multi-cost requirement to said link least- 
criterion-costs further includes, if said multi-cost requirement is less than one of said link composite-constraint- 
costs for at least one individual element for each path, then there is no successful path for satisfying said multi- 

*s cost requirement between said source node and said destination node. 

14. The method of claim 9, wherein said step of routing includes routing over the lowest priority secondary path which 
satisfies said multi-cost requirement. 

20 15. The method according to claim 1 , wherein 

the nodes are interconnected by links; 

each node and/or link may or may not support one or more service types generally available to the network; 
said step of defining cost functions includes defining a cost function which is an ordering of said service types 
25 with respect to each one of said service types between each said pair of nodes; and 

said step of defining a connectivity matrix includes defining a plurality of connectivity matrices, each corre- 
sponding to a desired one of said service types, each n-tupfe of said connectivity matrix including an element 
indicative of service type available between each said pair of nodes. 

30 16. The method according to claim 15, wherein 

said step of defining a cost function which is an ordering of said service types with respect to each one of said 
service types includes assigning a value the magnitude of which is directly related to the desirability of said 
service types with respect to said one service type; 
35 said step of defining a generally additive operator includes assigning an operator MAX for said service type 

cost function; and 

said step of deriving said shortest path matrix includes deriving said summation n-tuples such that each sum- 
mation n-tuple includes an element indicative of the most desirable one of said service types with respect to 
said one of said service types available over said shortest path between each said pair of nodes. 

40 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein: 

said step of defining cost functions further includes defining a cost function which is indicative of the number 
of links traversed between a pair of nodes; 

45 said step of defining a connectivity matrix includes defining a plurality of connectivity matrices, each corre- 

sponding to one of said service types, where m is the n umber of service types, each n-tuple of said connectivity 
matrix including an element indicative of the number of links traversed with respect to each service type be- 
tween each said pair of nodes, where each of said links traversed is assigned a weighted service-related value 
of 1, H+1, (H+1) 2 ,..., (H+1) m * 1 , with respect to said ordering of said service types, where H is the maximum 

50 allowed number of links traversed of all types between a source node and a destination node. 

18. The method according to claim 1, wherein 

the nodes are interconnected by links; 
55 each node and/or link may or may not be part of a virtual private network; 

said step of defining cost functions includes defining a cost function which is indicative of the ability to route 
traffic associated with said virtual private network; and 

each n-tuple of said connectivity matrix includes an element indicative of the ability to route traffic associated 
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with said virtual private network directly between each said pair of nodes. 

19. The method of claim 1 8, wherein said step of deriving said shortest path matrix includes deriving said summation 
n-tup!es such that each summation n-tuple includes an element indicative of the ability to route traffic associated 

5 with said virtual private network over said shortest path between each said pair of nodes. 

20. The method of claim 9 t wherein said step of routing includes routing over said at least one primary path or a highest 
priority secondary path which satisfies said multi-cost requirement. 
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(54) Connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing 

(57) Connectivity matrix-based multi-cost routing in- 
cludes defining a generally additive operator which is 
able to add traditionally (arithmetic) additive cost factors 
and which takes into account cost factors which are not 
additive, the generally additive operator being defined 
such that distributive and communicative properties are 
applicable, and wherein the generally additive operator 
is applicable to connectivity matrix-based factors for de- 
termining the relative costs of paths within a network, 
particularly with respect to multi-cost factors. Connec- 
tivity matrix-based multi-cost routing is performed by 
first defining cost functions and establishing a criteria 
for prioritizing cost functions such that a composite mul- 
ti-cost function includes the cost functions in the priority 
order defined by the criterion. A connectivity matrix is 
established including ordered n-tuples of cost factors 
corresponding to the priority established by the criterion, 
and a shortest path matrix determination is made by us- 
ing the generally additive operator to apply the compos- 
ite multi-cost function to the connectivity matrix. When 
links within a network support various functionality, a 
mask of a required functionality may be used to define 
a cost function for a given shortest path matrix determi- 
nation. A correcting method is provided for a routing de- 
termination when, after a shortest path matrix determi- 
nation, a routing choice is not provided which would oth- 
erwise satisfy a multi-cost requirement, the correcting 
method including the determination of a primary path 
and secondary paths between a source node and a des- 
tination node. 
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